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Research Methods and PPE 

Ethical Clearance 

This form is for those students completing the Pilot Study assessment for Research Methods and Evidence 
based Practice. 

SECTION A 

 

STUDENT INFORMATION 

Name: Cathryn Nesbitt 

Address: 232 Donegal Road, Belfast, BT12 5NE 

Tel. No.: 07540888697 

Email: cathrynclaire95@hotmail.com 

Regional Centre: Ireland 

Title of dissertation/PPE: What are the challenges of unaccompanied asylum-seeking young 
people in Northern Ireland and how can youth organisations further support them? 

SECTION B 

 

INITIAL DECLARATION 

This investigation will include formal study of children, young people or vulnerable adults 

This investigation will include formal study of adults 
Yes/No 

Yes/No 

All students must complete Sections C, D and E. They will also need to include a copy of their Consent Form 
and Information sheet for human subjects. 

SECTION C 

 

Please answer the following questions, and give details if answering Yes (or if necessary, to explain No): 
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1 Does the study involve participants who are particularly vulnerable or 
unable to give informed consent? 

This study will only involve adults who have been or are involved in working 
with unaccompanied asylum-seeking young people for example: social 
workers from the Health and Social Care Trust and youth rights workers 
from Voice of Young People in Care (VOYPIC) and workers from Barnardo's. 

Yes / No 

2 Will the study require access to groups or individuals because of their 
membership of a particular group, organisation, place of study or 
dwelling place? (e.g. particular youth group, school, community group) 

The participants for this study will be selected because of their experience in 
working with unaccompanied asylum-seeking young people and they are 
employed in organisations which previously and/or currently work with 
unaccompanied asylum-seeking young people through groupwork, 
mentoring, advocacy and introducing new policies/guidelines. 

Yes / No 

3 Will it be necessary for participants to take part in the study without their 
knowledge/consent at the time? 

Participants will not begin being a part of the study until they have been 
fully informed and written consent has been given. 

Yes / No 

4 Will the study involve discussion of sensitive topics not usually addressed 
in your placement work? 

Some of the topics that could be addressed in this area of study may be 
personal or sensitive however, the issues can be frequently discussed 
within my placement work and within the organisations the participants 
will be involved in. I will ensure that there is sufficient support in place 
should any issues arise. 

yes / No 

5 Could the study induce psychological stress, anxiety, or cause harm or 
negative consequences beyond the risks encounter in normal life? 

I have carefully considered this possibility and I believe it is unlikely that any 
stress or anxiety will be caused as a result of this study. All participants will 
be advised to seek assistance from myself or from a pastoral support worker 
if any issues arise. 

Yes / No 

6 Will financial inducements (other than reasonable expenses) be offered to 
participants? 

Participants will be taking part on an entirely voluntary basis with the aim of 
increasing awareness of the challenges unaccompanied asylum-seeking 
young people face and identifying areas where youth workers can support 
this group of young people. 

Yes / No 

SECTION D 

 

The investigation that you are about to begin is potentially harmful to participants. You are being judged on 
four issues: 

Is your study valuable enough to ask other people to give up their time? 
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Have you considered that some people might not want to take part in your study, and how they will 
say no (the issue of informed consent)? 

How can individuals leave the study if they wish to? 

How are you going to store and use the information you have gained? 

1. What do you hope to achieve through this study? 

Through this study I wish to find out more about the challenges that unaccompanied asylum-seeking 
young people face. At the conclusion of this work I intend to make positive suggestions to assist youth 
workers offer support to unaccompanied asylum-seeking young people which better meets their specific 
needs. 

2. How will the study be carried out? (e.g. interviews, questionnaires, observation) 

This study will be carried out through initial questionnaires sent out to social workers, and youth workers. 
I will also be conducting interviews with individuals. I will also be conducting a literature review of 
relevant journals, articles and books reinforced by official statistics. 

3. How will you collect and store the data (e.g. recording, written notes) 

The data will be collected through recording interviews on voice notes on a phone and backed up on a 
computer. This data will be saved on password protected devices. The results from the initial 
questionnaire will be collected through an online survey which will also be password protected. The 
information of participants will not be shared with any third parties and I will comply with EU GDPR. The 
information will be kept until the research is finished, any personal information will be deleted or 
shredded. Transcripts of interviews will be included in the research as an appendix however, any personal 
or identifying details will be redacted. 

4. How many participants will be recruited, and by what criteria will they be selected? 

Through this research I will aim to interview eight individuals, two of whom work in VOYPIC and had 
influential roles in introducing rights for unaccompanied asylum-seeking young people in Northern 
Ireland, three who work with Barnardo's and three social workers. The participants will be selected 
because of their experience in this area of youth work. 

5. Outline your plan for gaining informed consent 

(a) initial approach: My initial approach will be to email or telephone individuals briefly 
introducing my study topic and asking if they would be interested in taking part in the research, I will then 
send them information packs which would include a participant information sheet and a consent form. 

(b) individual consent: The way I shall gain individual consent from the participants is through 
sending out consent forms which will confirm that they understand what the research will entail and what 
the data will be used for. 

(c) ability to withdraw: Within the participant information sheet, I will inform the potential subjects 
of the process if they wish to withdraw. They will be able to do this simply by informing me via telephone 
or email at any point in the research. 

(d) parental consent: as I am not working with young people lacking the capacity to give informed 
consent (i.e. vulnerable young people or those with learning difficulties) or children under 18 it will not 
be necessary for me to gain parental consent for this piece of research. 

6. Do you foresee any potential adverse effects of the study? 

While I do not see any potential adverse effects of the study, I will ensure that pastoral support is provided 
and the option to withdraw from the study is available throughout the research. 

 

7. Will confidentiality be maintained and if so how? 
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(a) Confidentiality of the individual? Confidentiality of the individual will be maintained through 
ensuring that I change the names of the participants or only refer by code names or randomised 
identification letters which do not reveal their identities in the transcribing process. I will also ensure that 
I don't include any defining information through the research. Confidentiality will also be maintained 
through not passing on any information to anyone else unless it is revealed that an individual is at risk of 
harm either to themselves or others. All participants will be made aware of this before the research 
begins. 

(b) Confidentiality of the placement? Whilst I have gained permission from my placement in 
VOYPIC to study the topic of unaccompanied asylum-seeking young people, I will maintain the 
confidentiality of my placement by obscuring the names of other organisations that may wish to 
withhold consent 

 

SECTION E 

 

SUPERVISOR 

THE PRACTICE AGENCY SUPERVISOR OR EQUIVALENT HAS A PARTICULAR 

RESPONSIBILITY TO ENSURE THE WELL-BEING OF THE PEOPLE INVOLVED IN THE STUDY. 

Practice Agency Supervisor 

Name.   

Address: 9-11 Botanic Avenue, Belfast,  

Tel:  

Email: jennifer.warden@voypic.org 

Signature: 

SECTION F 

 

I agree to conduct this study in line with the ethical guidelines laid down in the National Youth Agency 
document 'Ethical Conduct in Youth Work' (for JNC students), and the ethical expectations placed on me 
by the Practice Agency or Research Location supervisor. 

Signature of student …………….  

Date:  .11/12/18……………. 
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Student name: Cathryn Nesbitt 

DISSERTATION ETHICAL CLEARANCE HAS BEEN APPROVED FOR AN EMPIRICAL 

STUDY 

COMMENTS: 

Be specific about sample size for each research method (section D point 4) 

Due to the sensitive nature of your research, you must get prior approval from your supervisor 
for the questions you will use. 

Continue to liaise with your supervisor to ensure any ethical issues are addressed and managed. 

Regional Centre Ethics Officer 

Name: Sharon Raine 

Signed:  

Date:  

 


